
Ref: IPS/HGS/20-22/0272 (HCW)                         Date: 21.04.2020 

 

To,           

 Shri. Narendra Modi Ji, 

Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, 
 South Block, Raisina Hill, 
 New Delhi-110011. 
 
Sub: Regarding Violence on health care workers. 
 
Respected Sir, 

  Indian Psychiatric Society is the official professional psychiatrists 
registered society in India established on 7th January 1947 (Society 
Registration No.59 of 1948-1949). It is one of the biggest psychiatric 
societies of the world with more than 7000 members, with an affiliation 
to World Psychiatric Association. 
 

On behalf of the health care workers (HCW) community we thank 
you for spreading the message to the nation by appreciating our efforts of 

service during this medical emergency by sparing 5 minutes with 
clapping the hands. However, we HCWs have been assaulted by several 
in the society during COVID-19 that shocks us and the entire HCW 
community is devasted by these disturbing incidences happening at 
different parts of the country. During this unprecedented Public Health 
Crisis of the COVID outbreak, this malaise has reared its ugly head once 
again as HCWs themselves have fallen ill following exposure to the 
deadly virus. 

 
1- The Indian Psychiatric Society STRONGLY CONDEMNS the acts 
of physical assault and assault on dignity of the health care profession 
(even as doctors and frontline health workers continue to provide 24-
hour support to hospitals, several HCWs are discriminated in their 
housing complex or rented flats). Over the years we have been 
witnessing healthcare abuse and violence. It has become multifold and 
evident time and again especially when HCWs pledge their lives to 

perform duty and even have sacrificed their lives in COVID19 Combat. 
 



 

 
2- HCWs demand for amending current Laws, to deal with this menace 
swiftly, sternly, have fallen on deaf ears. Even fatal assaults on treating 
HCWs have not moved the authorities. The government should punish 
unlawful behaviour of anybody who harms the HCW and vandalizes the 
hospital.  The law needs to be enforced strictly along with the 
deployment of adequate security personnel in the COVID hospitals and 

with HCWs making field visits to ensure a safe workplace for them. 
 

We humbly appeal to bring out an Ordinance to provide adequate 
professional and personal protection to HCWs with immediate effect. 
The law should be stringent enough not to allow the culprits to way away 
with bail and dealt with suitable punishment. We request you to up hold 
the justice and protect the doctors and health care workers.  

 

Indian Psychiatric Society is committed to the service of this 
nation and will stand by your efforts in fighting this COVID-19. We 
remain loyal to the laws of this land and wish our nation will come out of 
this contagion successfully under your able leadership. 
 
Jai Hind. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 

       

(Dr. P.K. Dalal)   (Dr. T.S.S. Rao)   (Dr. Raveesh B N) 

President    Hon. General Secretary,  Chairperson,   

Indian Psychiatric Society Indian Psychiatric Society Legal Sub Committee 


